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Houseless and formerly houseless people protesting in San Francisco. The “I Can’t Go to School” campaign focuses on the lack of child care for poor 
families. photo/poor news network 
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Why America’s 
job loss? 


BELT-TIGHTENING... 



Americans are questioning the merits 
of globalization. The global corpora¬ 
tions are raking in billions, while job 
losses and falling wages drive down our 
living standards. The question, howev¬ 
er, is who is to blame and what to do. 

One thing is clear. Globalization is 
here to stay. But, unless workers under¬ 
stand what underlies it, they will remain 
a pawn in the hands of the corporations, 
fighting other workers here and global¬ 
ly for the few left over crumbs. Further, 
as more jobs are lost, a sentiment is be¬ 
ing cultivated to get workers here to 
blame other nations, especially China, 
for our poverty. This line of reasoning 
— if not challenged — could result in 
the U.S. workers lining up with reac¬ 
tionary forces that are developing the 
fascist political movements the corpora¬ 
tions need. 

In fact, many countries in the world 
today are suffering a decline in manu¬ 
facturing and job loss. In the past 
decade, U.S. manufacturing jobs de¬ 
clined by more than 11 percent while 
during the same period, Japan’s manu¬ 
facturing employment base dropped by 
16 percent. Manufacturing jobs in 
Brazil declined 20 percent — and one 
of the biggest losers in manufacturing 
was China! 

So, who is the culprit? Automation, 
under capitalism, is the basis of the 
monumental economic changes sweep¬ 
ing the earth. Automation is creating 


permanent job loss 
everywhere. But, by 
understanding how the 
world is tied together 
and what globalization 
in the age of electronic 
production is, the peo¬ 
ple can determine a 
successful course of 
action to create a 
bright future for every¬ 
one, not just the select 
few. 

Since the beginnings 
of capitalism, business¬ 
es had to expand or 
perish. As capitalism 

matured, it saturated _ 

the home market while 
accumulating a mass of 
capital the capitalists 
could not profitably invest in the home 
country alone, including the U.S. With 
the merging of industrial and banking 
capital, the first stage of globalization 
began. The major financial-industrial 
nations carved out global spheres of in¬ 
fluence to guarantee profits. 

The development of the computer 
made globalization leap forward. World 
financiers, dominated by the U.S., set 
out to reorganize the world. Their battle 
cry was “free trade.” Their artillery was 
the International Monetary Fund, the 
World Bank, and the Group of 7 and 
other shadowy international bodies that 


no one elected, but that all nations be¬ 
came subservient to. Today, no nation, 
if it wants to remain part of internation¬ 
al commerce, has the economic power 
to defy these world bodies which are 
dominated by the U.S. 

The name of the game is world dom¬ 
ination and the U.S. has always had this 
as its policy. Today, as the U.S. shuts 
down its industrial plants, it aims to 
strengthen its control of the world 
through its hold over high technology. 
However, this will mean further elimi¬ 
nation of human labor here in the U.S., 
fewer and fewer jobs for Americans and 


other workers globally. 

Globalization today means a global 
economy dominated by the United 
States. But the tendency is toward a fu¬ 
ture dominated by global corporations 
with the entire world as their colony. 
The problem for them—and opportuni¬ 
ty for us—is that what they are achiev¬ 
ing historically is preparing the peoples 
and economies of the world for a truly 
world revolution. What is needed is a 
vision of a new kind of world, where the 
technology can be utilized to provide 
every single person a rich, fulfilling and 
happy life. 


Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the proposition that an economic system 
that can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its people ought to be and will be 
changed. To that end, this paper is a tribune of the people. It is the voice of 
millions struggling for survival. It strives to educate politically those millions on 
the basis of their own experience. It is a tribune to bring them together, to create 
a vision of a better world, and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as labor-replacing technology leads us 
on a path toward the decisive reconstruction of society. Who will win — the 
capitalists or the growing mass of poor — will depend on winning the hearts 
and minds of the people to create a society whose fruits benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the new ideas rooted in our reality, and to 
be the voice of those who seek to raise the consciousness of society. Let us 
gather our collective experience, intelligence and commitment to bring forth 
a vision that changes America into a society “by the people, of the people, 
for the people.” 


PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE EDITORIAL POLICY: 

Articles that are unsigned, such as the front page 
and editorials, reflect the views of the editorial 
board. Bylined articles reflect the views of the 
authors, and may or may not reflect the views of 
the editorial board. 

Deadlines for articles and art: The deadline for 
articles, photographs and other art is the first of 
each month for the issue that comes out at the 
beginning of the following month. For example, 
the deadline for the June issue is May 1. Articles 
should be as short as possible, and no longer 
than 600 words. We reserve the right to edit 
articles to conform to space limitations. 

People’s Tribune Editor: Bob Lee 

Editorial Staff: Bob Brown, Nelson Peery, 
Sandra Reid, Wylie Rogers 


REACH US AT: 

Chicago 

773-486-3551 

Detroit 

313-438-6115 

Houston 
P.O. Box 7431 
Houston, Texas 
77248-7431 

Atlanta 

lrnaatlanta@comcast.net 

Oakland 
P.O. Box 22084 
Oakland, Ca 94623 
lrna_oakland@hotmail.com 


Photo Editor: Daymon J. Hartley 


People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, Illinois, 60654 
e-mail: info@peoplestribune.org 
Phone: 773-486-3551 Fax: 773-486-3552 
web: www.peoplestribune.org 

Publisher: People’s Tribune ISSN# 1081 -4787 



N-7 


PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE • NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2007 


www.peoplestribune.org 















IS POVERTY KNOCKING ON YOUR DOOR? 



Delphi workers and retirees protesting in 2006. photo/peoples tribune 


COVER STORY 


It’s not hard to see the poverty that is 
growing by leaps and bounds in our 
country. The homeless are the most un¬ 
deniable expression of it, and even the 
government admits that they number in 
the millions. What is not so clear is that 
what is producing the poverty and 
homelessness is a process that is a 
threat to every worker, regardless of 
how securely employed they may seem 
at the moment 

The New York Times not very long 
ago described the homeless who are liv¬ 
ing in their cars, the so-called “mobile 
homeless,” many of whom went from 
living in comfortable homes in “middle 
class” neighborhoods to living in their 
cars on the streets of those same neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

And now, the mortgage and credit 
crisis will swell the ranks of the home¬ 
less even further, as nearly 2 million 
households are expected to lose their 
homes to foreclosures over the next two 
years. 

No one’s job is safe. Early on in this 
process, technology replaced the un¬ 
skilled and semi-skilled workers. Today, 
the jobs of skilled trades people and 
white-collar workers are being eliminat¬ 
ed as technology becomes more sophis¬ 
ticated. Any of us could be plunged into 
the ranks of the dispossessed at any 
time. Most of us are just a few pay- 
checks away from being homeless. Just 
ask the formerly well-paid workers who 
are now homeless; their ranks include 
accountants, auto workers, aerospace 
workers and software engineers. 

A typical process is this: you get laid 
off, and you can’t find work or you can 
only find low-paying work. You can no 
longer pay the rent or the mortgage, so 
you end up living in your car. And when 
you can’t keep the car running any 
longer, it’s into the shelters or the 
streets. 

The most destitute among us are not 
a category of people, and they are not 
the poor of the past. They are part of a 


new class of dispossessed being pro¬ 
duced by the combination of capitalism, 
technology that is replacing labor in the 
workplace, and globalization. In this 
privately owned economy, the ever-ex¬ 
panding use of computers and robots 
doesn’t mean more leisure time—it 
means jobs are wiped out and people 
are impoverished, plunged into a state 
of permanent unemployment or under¬ 
employment. This new class of dispos¬ 
sessed is essentially outside of the 
economy, existing by the skin of its 
teeth on the fringes of society. Home¬ 
lessness is simply the most virulent ex¬ 
pression of their poverty. 

Members of this developing new 
class of the impoverished are being 
drawn from nearly every level of soci¬ 
ety. Almost all of us are standing some¬ 


where along a slippery slope that leads 
down to destitution. 

The point is, we cannot continue to 
live in the old way, for both moral and 
practical reasons. The old society, based 
on a market economy, is being destroyed 
as technology wipes out the market. You 
can’t sell things to people who don’t 
have any money. Out of both moral and 
practical necessity, we are going to have 
to build a new society, where the neces¬ 
sities of life are distributed according to 
need. It’s either this or starve. 


Where will the political energy come 
from to demand and fight for that new 
society? It will come from the new class 
of dispossessed, who will soon become 
the majority. They will not settle for 
less than a new society because they 
cannot. To reconstruct society on a new 
foundation is their true political pro¬ 
gram, whether they themselves realize 
it yet or not. And everyone who must 
sell their labor power to live has a moral 
and practical stake in the success of this 
program. 


A Note to Our Readers: 

Next Issue Comes Out in January 

As we normally do, the People’s Tribune will not publish in December. 
The next issue of the paper will come out in early January 2008. 
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Homeless in St. Petersburg. 
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Homeless 

resist 

persecution in 
St. Petersburg, 
Fla 

By Rev. Bruce Wright 

Recent attacks on homeless camps in 
Lakeland, Florida again bring to light 
the persecution that the homeless face 
in this Country, this State, Central Flori¬ 
da, and St. Petersburg. These attacks are 
not dissimilar to the ones that happened 
in St. Petersburg many months ago. The 
tent slashing and other victimization by 
police, as well several beatings and five 
homicides of members of the homeless 
community, underscore how vulnerable 
the homeless are. 

Recent efforts by Catholic Charities 
and other agencies to create a tent city 
in mid-county are laudable, but ill- 
timed and ill- planned. To many they 
even appear suspicious, as an attempt to 


‘Let’s be 

By Lenette Evans 

We do not have good strong Christian 
leadership in our communities. In order 
to be a great leader a person must be 
seen as a servant first, serving in the 
community and reaching out to the peo¬ 
ple in need. 

Building friendships is the key.. .con¬ 
sidering the needs of others before our 
own self, seeking their good and en¬ 
couraging their spiritual growth with 
God. 

It is treating others the way God has 
treated you, loving one another uncon¬ 
ditionally. We will never lose a position 
in leadership if we lose ourselves for 
others first. 

I hope that all leaders in the kingdom 
will commit themselves to fully devel¬ 
oping their leadership potential, be will¬ 
ing to move out of the comfort zones, 
learn new skills and disciplines, and 
submit to a process of retraining. 

Leaders need to be on an intense 
growth track spiritually, to read and re¬ 
flect, to seek training, to look for godly 
mentors, and to begin a nonstop search 
for the best leadership models we can 
possibly find. Leaders, be humble 


do the bidding of the Mayor and move 
the homeless out of downtown for 
tourist season. Additionally, without 
significant input of the homeless com¬ 
munity in the planning, governance, and 
operation of the tent city, the effort is 
problematic. 



Lenette Evans. photo/sandy reid 


enough to learn! 

“Whatever You Do, Do It Whole¬ 
heartedly, As To The Lord And Not To 
Men.” 

We need to ALL be effective in what 
we do, impacting and empowering peo¬ 
ple’s lives in the community for Jesus 
Christ everyday! 

Good leadership is being a witness 
focusing on the Lord, and it has to be 
done with love and humility—motivat¬ 


Finally, with the recent passage of an 
ordinance that essentially criminalizes 
the homeless for sleeping outside, when 
there is nowhere else to go, it raises 
concerns for advocates and the home¬ 
less community that the mid-county 
tent city will be used by the city and the 


ed by a desire for his glory, not our own. 

To be genuine Christ-like leaders that 
are passionate and serious about mak¬ 
ing a godly difference in the community 
around us, people need to stop being 
lazy and selfish and start thinking of the 
needs of the people who are hurting. 

How can a mayor be a mayor and 
make a godly difference and change in 
his community if he is a hypocrite? 
How can a commissioner be a commis¬ 
sioner if he is selling drugs out of his 
house in his neighborhood? How can a 
reverend claim to be a reverend if he 
beats his wife and rapes his niece? 

To truly be a Christ-like leader a per¬ 
son must be living, breathing and obey¬ 
ing the word of God in what the Bible 
says daily, and being a godly example to 
those around us. 

How can people empower the lives of 
others when they are worse than the al¬ 
coholic, drug addict, or prostitute on the 
street that is lost? 

It all begins with godly change... 
seeking God’s vision for the kingdom 
and his plan and purpose for our life 
and seeking his will, not our own. 

The quality of a person’s character is 
revealed by how he or she influences 


police to force the homeless community 
to go there, despite being told that it 
would be voluntary. In fact, numerous 
members of the homeless community 
have told us that the St. Pete Police have 
already threatened to do just that. They 
have been told that by December 1 they 
will not be allowed in Williams Park. 

With these concerns in mind, the In¬ 
terfaith Shelter Committee agreed 
unanimously that the Leadership Net¬ 
work and the Homeless Coalition will 
bring before the Mayor, the City Coun¬ 
cil, and the Police Department a resolu¬ 
tion to be signed by the Mayor, City 
Council, and the Police Department, 
that the mid-county tent city will not be 
used as an enforcement tool to force the 
homeless out of downtown. However, 
thus far, there has been no movement by 
the Leadership Network on this and no 
word from the city. In the coming 
weeks, based on response to this resolu¬ 
tion, homeless advocates, members of 
the homeless community, and support¬ 
ers will be planning actions to be an¬ 
nounced. 

If you have any questions, please call 
me at 727-278-1547 or email me at 
bgcwright@aol. com. 


the lives of others and people in our 
younger generations...raising up godly 
leaders to build a community God’s 
way! 

We have a community of hurting and 
lost people that needs healing and deliv¬ 
erance. A community that is in desper¬ 
ate need of Jesus Christ and miraculous 
change. 

Let’s all be the kind of leaders that 
are highly motivated, investing time and 
energy developing soaring fruit-bearing 
leaders that are building God’s kingdom 
and impacting lives, not lies! 

If you are going to be a leader in the 
community, then do it in a godly way or 
step aside and make way for those who 
do stand up for Jesus Christ....those 
who are God-honoring shepherding 
leaders on a mission and working to¬ 
gether in unity in the churches and the 
community. God is going to build up 
the community and prosper his people, 
we just need to show him we can do our 
part. So let’s get to work! 

Lenette Evans 
St. Joseph, MI 
SavingSouls 1 @yahoo.com 
269-876-1848 


Christlike leaders’ 
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Striking auto workers in Kokomo, Indiana. 

GM. Chrysler auto contracts take labor backwards 

UAW members asked to cut pay for 
future autoworkers, sink retiree 
healthcare into risky trust fund 


By Claire McClinton 

When it came time to begin ne¬ 
gotiations several months ago for 
the Big Three, everyone began to 
speculate as to who would be the 
“strike target.” Chrysler, Ford, or 
GM? The “strike target” is that 
company which that union decides 
to go to first. The union would ne¬ 
gotiate the contract, strike that 
company if necessary, and thus set 
the pattern for the other two auto 
companies. But after a two-day 
strike at GM (the strike target), we 
quickly found out that it was Del¬ 
phi who really set the pattern and 
the standard for these negotiations. 
With Delphi still in bankruptcy, 
their recent agreement is rife with 
closed plants and plants for sale. 
Those workers left make $14 per 
hour, half of the previous pay. Now 
the recent four year agreement at 
GM and Chrysler calls for new 
hires to make guess what: $14 per 
hour! Furthermore, new hires must 
now pay into their own pension re¬ 
tirement fund and their own retire¬ 
ment Healthcare fund. Company 
pension and company Retirement 
Healthcare — it’s gone. 

The current 500,000 GM Re¬ 
tirees and their dependents Health¬ 
care now sits on a house of cards 
(as Santa Clara Law Professor 
Stephen Diamond frames it) as the 
corporation plunges $26 Billion 
dollars into a union run trust 
(VEBA) and washed their hands of 
future obligations. Union member¬ 
ship were told that this fund would 
be viable for 80 years. Yet, these 
fuzzy math projections were called 
everything from “not viable” to 


“preposterous” by financial ana¬ 
lysts. With escalating cost of 
Health Care and volatility in the 
global economy, it’s no surprise 
that the VEBA trusts at such com¬ 
panies as Caterpillar have gone 
broke, while the Copperweld Steel 
Company VEBA out of Warren, 
Ohio (one of the country’s longest 
running programs) looks to run out 
of funds in a few years. This was 
negotiated from a bankruptcy 
agreement as well. 

These were promoted as ways 
to save jobs and save Healthcare. 

When Delphi declared bank¬ 
ruptcy in 2005, workers from all 
over the country began to meet and 
figure out how to fight back 
against ‘naked class warfare’ de¬ 
clared on us by the auto barons of 
this country. We met in our union 
halls at first, and stood ready to do 
whatever it took to defend our 


List of GM Plants with 
layoff announcements 
since contract passed 

• GM announces plan to cut 
shift (800-900 workers) in 
Pontiac MI Truck Plant 

• GM announces layoffs at 
Hamtramck, MI Assembly 
Plant 

• GM announces layoff of 
1,000 workers at Lansing, 
MI Assembly 

CHRYSLER 

• Belvedere Plant in Illinois 
(shocked workers while 
voting on contract) 


quality of life that we have earned 
and deserve. When our union failed 
to give the leadership we needed to 
deal with the situation, workers be¬ 
gan to form their own loosely con¬ 
nected groups and Web based 
information networks. These in¬ 
clude but are not limited to: Sol¬ 
diers of Solidarity (soldiers of 
solidarity.com), Future of the 
Union (futureoftheunion.com), 
Center for Labor Renewal (center- 
forlaborrenewal.org), and Factory 
Rat News (factoryrat.com), whose 
Website recently called for Single 
Payer Universal Healthcare and 
support of HR 676. Some of us are 
forming Healthcare committees in 
our locals and communities. The 
struggle continues. 

The contract at GM passed by 
61% while it just barely passed at 
Chrysler (51%). Workers are be¬ 
ginning to believe that they do not 
have settle for whatever the com¬ 
pany wants. Now, non-union au¬ 
tomakers like Honda, who is 
building a new plant in Greens- 
burg, Indiana, will start it’s workers 
off at just under $15 per hour. 
Down from the $24 they used to 
pay to keep workers from organiz¬ 
ing a union. Nobody is sure what 
will happen at Ford but the die has 
been cast.Workers see more and 
more that we can never give the 
corporation enough to satisfy their 
quest for maximum profit. With 
new technology replacing workers 
on a daily basis, while China pays 
Delphi employees $3 per hour, 
there is no minimum they won’t go 
after. 

Next issue: workers find a way 
to fight back. 
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‘It’s Beginning to Look 
a Lot Like Delphi’ 

Lyrics by Ed and Melanie Pietrowski 

(Sung to the tune of “It s Beginning to Look 
a Lot Like Christmas ”) 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Delphi 
At every GM Plant; 

Take a look at the Union Men bending over 
once again 

Giving back 50 years of gains without a rant. 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Delphi 
Two tiers instead of one 
But the saddest sight to see is what the 
union has come to be 
Traitors on the run. 

A VEBA plan with roots funded in pension loots 
Is the wish of Ronald and Rick 
Low tier workers to stay, union voting will sway 
With retirees feeling the kick; 

And Mom and Dad can hardly wait to move 
to another state. 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Delphi 
With ev’ry passing day; 

Plant closures and products lost, acting as if 
there is no cost, 

While executives fatten their pockets with 
our pay. 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Delphi; 

Soon the paycuts start, 

Job security out the door, Our America 
is no more 

Thanks UAW/GM from the heart. 


Correction 

In the October People’s Tribune, the 
headline on the article about the strike 
against General Motors incorrectly stated 
that the last nationwide GM strike was in 
1960. The correct date is 1970. 
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Fresno’s new plan to eliminate the homeless 


By Mike Rhodes 

Austin Simon lives at New Jack City 
which is near H and San Benito street in 
downtown Fresno. After the city installs 
44 tool sheds at the Poverello House 
and dismantles the homeless encamp¬ 
ment on G street, they will turn their at¬ 
tention to New Jack City. The city’s 
plan to end homelessness does not in¬ 
clude providing people with adequate 
and affordable housing—just tool sheds 
and sweeps on existing encampments. 
The cost? $360,000 for the first year’s 
operation. 

The tool sheds do not have running 
water, indoor toilets, or any heating or 
cooling. But, this is the response to 
more than 8,000 homeless people on 
the streets of Fresno. Stack them like 
cord wood in tool sheds! The good 
news is that nobody on the City Council 
believes this will end homelessness. 
The bad news is that the City Council 
does not have a long range plan. What 
would end homelessness in Fresno? 
Lets start with a plan to provide afford¬ 
able housing, job training, drug and al¬ 
cohol rehabilitation services for those 
who need it, adequate mental health ser¬ 
vices, and jobs that pay a living wage. 
We have the resources. For a list of ar¬ 
ticles and documents about the struggle 
for civil liberties for homeless people in 
Fresno, see: http://www.fresnoal- 
liance.com/home/homelessness.htm 

Mike Rhodes is, editor of the 
Community Alliance newspaper. 
http://www.fresnoalliance.com/home 



Austin Simon, homeless in Fresno. photo/mike Rhodes 


Stop police brutality, 
repression and the 
criminalization of a generation 

By Mike Rhodes 

The family of Everardo Torres came 
to Fresno to attend the 12th National 
Day of Protest to Stop Police Brutality, 
Repression and the Criminalization of a 
Generation. On this day thousands of 
people across the country act to STOP 
police brutality, repression, and the way 
our youth are treated like criminals. It is 
also a day to resist the increasing moves 
towards a police state. Fresno joined 
over 30 cities nationwide who held ac¬ 
tions of resistance on October 22. 

Everardo Torres had his life stolen on 
the night of October 27, 2002. He was 
arrested, handcuffed, and put into the 
back of a Madera police car. Police offi¬ 



Protesting police brutality in Fresno. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 


cer Marcy Noriega came over to the car 
that Torres was in, pulled her service re¬ 
volver and shot him to death. Noriega 
says it was all a big mistake, she 
thought she was using her Taser gun. 
Torres’s family says Everardo was mur¬ 
dered by the police and they want jus¬ 
tice. You can read more here: http:// 
www. indybay. org/newsitems/2005/08/ 
09/1758693 l.php. 

Also attending this event was Matilda 
Rangle whose son was killed by police 


A READER WRITES 

Editor’s note: The following letter 
was sent to the People’s Tribune by 
a reader in Fresno, Calif. 

Does this country need another 
civil war to “throw” this “evil 
empire” (USA) off the backs of 
the citizens of this country? The 
city of Fresno is becoming a city 
of tyranny, and is in violation of 
the 8th Amendment of the Con¬ 
stitution of this country. The city 
of Fresno is trashing the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence. A non¬ 
functioning turn signal light on 
my car and I could go to jail ?! 

Or pay $122 not to go to jail?! 
Will Fresno be the Watts of the 
21st century? 

Adib MaalikEl Mulk, Fresno, Ca. 


22 years ago. She said you never get 
over the loss and that she was there in 
solidarity with the other families who 
have lost loved ones to police shootings. 

In a Press Release, organizer Gloria 
Hernandez wrote: DUI checkpoints 
sweep working class neighborhoods for 
minor infractions, impounding cars of 
those who can least afford it. Local po¬ 
lice agencies benefit financially from 
impounds and tickets while also bene¬ 
fiting through increased social control 
and decreased community empower¬ 
ment. Resisting these abuses of power is 
both necessary and possible. What hap¬ 
pens when a government raises up law 
enforcement as an authority with unlim¬ 
ited powers that cannot be questioned, 
all in the name of “fighting terrorism”? 


For more information see: 
http://www. october22. org/ 


Fresno minister blames police and city for gang problem 


Editors note: The following state¬ 
ment was submitted to the People s Tri¬ 
bune by Rev. Floyd Harris of Fresno, 
Calif. 

“I have been thinking about the best 
way to deal with the gang problem in 
West Fresno. I believe the Police De¬ 
partment is part of the problem. We 
have African American leadership who 
have sold out in the Black community 
— so I look like the Lone Ranger deal¬ 
ing with issues in West Fresno. I have 
spoke to some of the gang members in 
West Fresno and they want to sit down 
and talk with each other. The problem 
we are having is unemployment in West 
Fresno. The bigger problem is that the 
Fresno Police Department is not stop¬ 
ping the dope and guns from getting 
into the community. As a community 
we can deal with the root of the problem 


or the surface of the problem. The sur¬ 
face of the problem in West Fresno is 
the dealer on the street. The root of the 
problem is who is supplying the dope? 
We keep hiring more police in Fresno 
but the problem is not getting any bet¬ 
ter. I was sitting down by the homeless 
area on G Street and I saw people in 
new cars selling and dropping off drugs. 
Who is bringing drugs in the communi¬ 
ty? We have cameras and nice toys in 
the Fresno Police Department! Why 
can’t they catch the people who bring 
the dope? Why is my community still 
a drug area? These questions have not 
been asked publicly.” 

Contact Rev. Harris at 559-803- 
0286, email: revharris@nationalnet- 
workinaction.org or xyfloyd@aol.com 
or visit http://www.nancal.org 



Rev. Floyd Harris and Fresno police officer. 
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An interview with the author of 
‘Criminal of Poverty’ 



By Sarah Menefee 

Sarah Menefee: Tiny, tell 
me about Poor Magazine that 
you are a founding member of? 

Tiny: POOR is led by very 
poor youth, adults and elders. 

We practice eldership and an¬ 
cestor worship and rebuke the 
pseudo-corporate model of the 
non-profit industrial complex. 

We keep our leadership among 
the folks who are oppressed: 
teach, facilitate and produce 
revolutionary media, and cul¬ 
tural work on issues of pover¬ 
ty, racism, disability and 
border fascism and indigenous 
resistance, as well as collabo¬ 
rations with other grassroots 
folks. 

The only reason we were 
able to progress back in 
1998—cuz none of us had any 
money, and we do live in a 
Capitalist society—was to get a 
grant from a welfare-to-work 
program (albeit a VERY radical 
one that eventually kicked us 
out for telling the truth in our 
media about the welfare system 
itself), and it provided us the seed money 
(very little, I might add) which allowed 
us to rent an office and start our radical 
educational and media programs, like the 
Race, Poverty and Media Justice Insti¬ 
tute, Po Poets Project, Community 
Newsroom, and Youth in Media 
PoorNewsNetwork on-line, and our 
monthly radio broadcast. 

SM: Speak about how your powerful 
memoir, “Criminal of Poverty ” embod¬ 
ies the principle of poor people speak¬ 
ing and fighting for themselves, 
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creating their own organizations and 
media forums. 

Tiny: After surviving the experience 
of being a child in a homeless family and 
later being incarcerated solely for being 
homeless — a citable offense in 
Amerikkka — I had what I call three in¬ 
terventions (or tres milagros) where my 
life of severe poverty and incarceration, 
mi loca vida, gained a context. In the 
first, my mama found a civil rights attor¬ 
ney who commuted my fines and jail 
time to community service where it was 
my job to write a story about one of my 
experiences with poverty and then en¬ 
couraged me to publish it. This was so 
life-changing. As a poor person, I was 
never heard, and perhaps most important¬ 
ly, as a person struggling every day with 
the challenge of staying alive, I didn’t 
have the privilege of writing at all. The 
second intervention was that me and my 
mama began to sit in on some classes at 
SF State University (we didn’t have the 
money for tuition) and we began to get a 
political context for the suffering that me 
and my po mixed race mama were expe¬ 
riencing in Amerikkka and how our ex¬ 
perience was similar to that of poor 
people all over the world. These interven¬ 
tions and many more were the basis of 
POOR’S model of poverty scholarship: 
speaking the truth—from the first-person 
experience of our lives and struggles and 
how that also is the basis of our organiz¬ 
ing model and education models. 

SM: Tell us about your membership, 


and how they use culture—journalism, 
poetry, art, performance and other 
forms—to educate and inspire the wider 
community? 

Tiny: Our poverty, disability, race, 
youth, and elder scholars come from 
everywhere: from the gentrified neigh¬ 
borhoods, from the locked-down group 
homes, the criminal injustice system, 
shelters, the fronteras and the streets. 
We are currently being criminalized and 
harassed, locked down and locked up, 
profiled and evicted. Now more than 
ever — locally and globally — it is ur¬ 


gent that we resist with 
our words, our scholarship 
and our actions these sys¬ 
tems that oppress us, and 
one of the ways is through 
media production. 

SM: What are some of 
the campaigns you and 
Poor have been involved 
in? 

Tiny: We are currently 
in a serious national cam¬ 
paign to shed light on the 
criminalization of poverty. 
We are about to launch a 
national press conference 
with other folks locally 
and nationally, connecting 
migrant raza, folks im¬ 
pacted by border fascism, 
youth of color impacted 
by Gang Injunction and 
the criminal industrial 
complex, recyclers, pan¬ 
handlers and other micro¬ 
business people, poor 
families and children, 
struggling in racist classist 
school districts and more. 

Over the last ten years 
POOR has launched 
and/or collaborated on over 200 actions 
and corporate media infiltration cam¬ 
paigns. For example, the “I can’t go to 
school” campaign which focused on 
the lack of child care for poor families 
in school. All of these campaigns use 
the media as an organizing tool to ad¬ 
dress issues of eviction, lack of child 
care, housing access and services for 
poor folks. 

Visit POOR on the web at 
www. poormagazine. org. 
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IN AMERICA 
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Peace activists host action at Congresswoman’s 
office to demand defunding of war 



Activists held a hunger strike at the district office of Rep. Loretta Sanchez, 
D-CA to protest the war. photos/donated 



By Thu-Trang Tran 

GARDEN GROVE, Calif. — In 

sweltering heat, a mainstream media-ig¬ 
nored press conference closed out the 
hunger strike outside the district office 
of Rep. Loretta Sanchez, D-Calif. The 
rolling hunger strike was part of Mili¬ 
tary Families Speak Out (MFSO) and 
Code Pink’s national “Troops Home 
Fast” campaign that started in July 
2006. 

Without Hollywood fanfare, the ef¬ 
fort in Garden Grove drew a total of 26 
hunger strikers and 45 non-fasting sup¬ 
porters. Code Pink’s Kathy Hundemer 
and MFSO’s Pat Alviso felt a fast was 
the next logical step in the effort to keep 
Sanchez’s feet to the fire. A month ago, 
20 peace activists had conducted a sit- 
in at Sanchez’s open house to demand 
that Congress stop funding combat op¬ 
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan. Six 
got arrested and charged with trespass¬ 
ing misdemeanors. 

The sit-in and the hunger strike antic¬ 
ipated a biased report from Gen. David 


Petraeus that could continue the escala¬ 
tion through spring 2008, even though 
the Iraqi government has failed to meet 
11 of the 18 benchmarks set forth in the 
emergency supplemental bill passed by 
Congress last May, according to the 
Government Accountability Office. 

Sanchez appeared to believe money 
for the C-17 military cargo plane being 
built in California would be tied up with 
money for fighting and rebuilding in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. The LA Times 
reported Sanchez flatly stated she will 
not vote against war funding if it threat¬ 
ens defense industry jobs for Californi¬ 
ans. Critics quickly accused her of 
putting livelihood above life, which 
they claim shows how beholden she is 
to defense contractors. 

The Democratic Party as a whole is 
currently under public scrutiny for their 
lethargy and awry leadership. At the 
start of the year it gained control of 
Congress for the first time since 1995. 
Since the 110th Congress convened, a 
series of unblocked votes on key issues 
related to national security and the war 


on terror stunned not only pave¬ 
ment-pounding peaceniks but 
also armchair protestors who 
voted many Democrats in, be¬ 
lieving a major housecleaning 
was imminent. 

Instead, Bush got his troop 
surge. 

The general feeling is that 
Democrats have betrayed the 
American public by dragging 
their feet while bombs are drop¬ 
ping and hundreds more U.S. 
troops and Iraqis are expected 
to perish by the end of Bush’s 
term. Indeed, it is House Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., who 
refuses to put impeachment on 
the table, calling it a distraction 
to her party. She and Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D- 
Nev., control the agenda in both 
houses, yet they allow funding 
bills to go to the floor. 

Democrats are bowing down 
time and again to an executive 
branch that sidesteps its legisla¬ 
tive counterpart, such as when it pre¬ 
emptively attacked Iraq in 2003 and 
pursued illegal warrantless surveillance 
of Americans in 2002. In fact, last 
month AT&T, a top contributor to 
Sanchez’s 2006 campaign, was the de¬ 
fendant in a class action suit alleging it 
had provided the NS A with customer 
information in a data-mining operation. 

It would appear a Democratic Con¬ 
gress subsequently makes legal what a 
Republican White House was already 
doing illegally. 

On the penultimate day, the organizers 
found out that Sanchez’s office planned 
to close at 1 p.m. the following day for 


Labor Day weekend. The office ended 
up closing a little before noon, perhaps 
for lack of constituent business, perhaps 
because they were privy to the hunger 
strike culminating in a press conference 
right outside Sanchez’s front door. 

Alviso assured them no one’s getting 
a free pass, not even Sanchez. Several 
hunger strikers then chimed in that 
they’ve repeatedly spoken with and 
protested local Republican leaders. He 
finished by saying, “Tombstones in Ar¬ 
lington Cemetery don’t say Democrat 
or Republican. They say 'soldier.’” 

Contact the author: 
autumnpage@gmail. com. 
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Poetry and revolution 


By Luis Rodriguez 

When poets gather today, when poets 
perform, there is talk of revolution. 
Why? It stems from the horrors of Kat¬ 
rina and from the war in Iraq. It stems 
from the collapse of the educational 
system and from the violence of the po¬ 
lice. And economically, people are just 
not making it. 

There are so many ways that our so¬ 
ciety buffers everything. But the old 
buffers, even the Democratic Party, are 
losing ground. As these buffers begin to 
be pushed aside because people don’t 
see them as viable anymore, you start to 
see revolutionary ideas spread through 
the political world, the economic world, 
the cultural world, and of course 
through poetry. 

The poets themselves are highly mar¬ 
ginalized in this country and so they 
can’t help but express the issues of rev¬ 
olution, of social change, of healing— 
things that mainstream culture will not 
address. Our country is so practical- 
minded, all about business, all about 
making money. The bottom line. 
There’s no room for poetry in the bot¬ 
tom line. But at the real bottom line, 
what are our lives and how do we ex¬ 
press them? Through poetry, music, 
dance, art. 

The true heartbeat of the culture to¬ 
day is on the periphery, not at the cen¬ 
ter. The political center is hollow, the 
cultural center is hollow, TV and mass 
media are hollow inside. Everything has 


started to go toward the periphery, 
which is outside. This is why there are 
so many more poets today—they come 
from the periphery. The periphery is 
growing and developing its own cultur¬ 
al centering. When you have a center 
that’s hollow, the periphery has to re- 
center it. The whole idea of revolution 
is to eventually re-center the whole so¬ 
ciety. 

Poets work in the realms of language, 
passion, and imagination. Poets have 
the capacity to see further and feel 
deeper, to find viable alternatives to 
what’s going on. 

What are the goals of the revolu¬ 
tion? What does society owe us? People 
make fun of this—“society doesn’t owe 
anybody anything.” But if that’s true, 
then why even have society? The day 
we’re born, we should be given all the 
resources and assistance we need so we 
can benefit and become full and com¬ 
plete human beings. A society that’s 
based on profit, on getting over, and on 
expediency completely undermines any 
sense that we have a big purpose here, 
that every human being is valuable, that 
every human being can contribute. We 
need to focus on our collective needs, 
based on the premise that every human 
being needs to flower. Everyone’s 
unique paths and destinies must be met. 
These are the goals of the revolution. 

The revolution isn’t about “Hey, I 
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wanna overthrow something.” It’s about 
re-centering, re-balancing, and healing 
the world to provide for all human 
needs. We have to move forward, to 
recreate community on the basis of the 
way it should be, the way it always was 
for thousands of years before class so¬ 
cieties—like capitalism—took over. 
With the advanced technology that we 


have in our possession today, we can get 
back to this on a much higher level. We 
can build new relationships that aren’t 
based on exploiting one over the other, 
that aren’t based on extracting profit, 
but are actually based on the traditional 
human communal understanding that 
we take care of each other and that 
everybody has a future. 

Let us dream together. How can we 
re-imagine the world? How can we re¬ 
imagine our relationships? How can we 
begin to dream of a world in which 
there is no hunger, no homeless people? 
How can we dream of a world in which 
kids are not put aside and forgotten and 
attacked? How do we dream this? Part¬ 
ly in the dream is the answer. If you can 
imagine another world, you are already 
beginning to build towards it. Poetry, 
which is based on the imagination, is 
essential to accomplish this. We are 
here to create beauty out of the ugli¬ 
ness. That’s revolution. 

As poets, we should ask ourselves: 
How can we participate and help to 
make this new society a reality for 
everyone? 

Luis J. Rodriguez has emerged as 
one of the leading Latino writers in the 
country with his award-winning poetry 
and children s books and best-selling 
memoir, Always Running: La Vida 
Loca, Gang Days in L.A. Call 800- 
691-6888 or e-mail info@speakers- 
foranewamerica.com for booking 
information. 


An interview with the founder of Border Angels 


Editors note: The following inter¬ 
view with Enrique Morones will appear 
in the November issue of our sister 
bilingual publication, the Tribuno del 
Pueblo. Morones is the founder of the 
Border Angels, a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion fighting for human rights along the 
border. The Border Angels is a purely 
volunteer-based organization. You can 
contact them at www.borderangels.org. 

Tribuno del Pueblo: What prompted 
you to found the Border Angels? 

Enrique Morones: In 1986 a friend 
of mine who was bringing food and wa¬ 
ter to migrants in the canyons invited me 
to come with her. I was horrified. In 
1996, I started bringing food and water 
to the people in the desert. Now there 
are over 20 other groups doing this. My 
family and my faith brought me into this 
struggle. We are a faith based organiza¬ 
tion guided by Matthew 25:35 “When I 
was hungry, who gave me to eat? When 
I was thirsty, who gave me to drink?” 

TP: What major events have the Bor¬ 


der Angels conducted? 

EM: We have protested Proposition 
187 and “Operation Gatekeeper,” the 
fence building along the border. In 
2006, we led the Migrant March I, a 
caravan from San Diego to Washington 
D.C. We met with the immigration 
rights leaders along the way and asked 
communities to take a stand against HR 
4437. This was a huge success—over 
3.5 million people marched across the 
US against HR 4437. 

In February 2007 we led Migrant 
March II and crossed the entire 
U.S./Mexico border. We collected sto¬ 
ries from along the border and held an 
All People’s Immigration Hearing to 
share them and then took the stories to 
Washington. Next year we plan to cara¬ 
van from San Diego to Canada and 
back to look at issues facing migrants 
that are crossing in the Northeast and 
working to get people to vote. 

TP: What is your goal? 

EM: To turn people’s hearts around 
and help our brothers and sisters. Chang¬ 


ing one life at a time is what we are all 
about. We can not have people dying 
across the desert. There have been over 
10,000 deaths in the past 13 years. Offi¬ 
cially 4,500, but we think it is much 
higher. They are just coming here to 
work and be with their families. People 
need to understand that and we need a 
humane means of entry into the country. 

TP: What are the conditions you are 
seeing along the border? 

EM: Increased militarization and 
more deaths than ever. It is very harsh. 
The fence has forced people to cross in 
more extreme areas. People think they 
are cutting in line but poor people have 
no other way to enter the country. Now 
there is also the vigilante group, the 
Minutemen. I formed a new group, 
Gente Unida, and over 60 human rights 
groups have joined. We are not allowing 
the Minutemen to conduct their tactics 
here. We are exposing them and shut¬ 
ting them down. 

TP: What impact have the ICE raids 
had? 


EM: This is just another abuse of hu¬ 
man rights, it is unbelievable. We saw 
this in Nazi Germany. They are knock¬ 
ing on people’s doors at 3 a.m. and 
breaking up families. These children 
will never forget how their parents were 
terrorized. We asked for a moratorium 
on the raids. It’s also racial profiling; 
you never see raids in the Irish commu¬ 
nity. Regardless of who, it is absolutely 
wrong, no one should be raided. It is 
horrible, terrible. 

TP: What do you think the biggest 
issue is in regards to immigration along 
the border? 

EM: Human rights abuses and the 
hypocrisy of the U.S. government 
preaching about human rights abuses 
elsewhere. The U.S. invaded Iraq to dis¬ 
tract people; this Administration is the 
master of mass deception. You are see¬ 
ing the worst of Americans in the Min¬ 
utemen and the war in Iraq. But, the 
people have been resisting. We need to 
continue to peacefully resist and we will 
achieve change. 
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Rise of the noose: The battle cry of fascism 


By Nelson Peery 

The noose — the symbol of the 
American lynch mob — has appeared 
in increasing numbers across the coun¬ 
try. Seven nooses were found hanging 
in the New York metropolitan area 
alone in the past several weeks. There 
has been widespread reporting of these 
incidents, but what do they mean? Why 
are they appearing now? What do we do 
about it? 

No event can be thoroughly under¬ 
stood unless it is examined in the con¬ 
ditions that gave it birth. The 
noose—the symbol of fascist racism — 
does not appear on the scene alone. It is 
part of a process. That process includes 
the government’s assault on all aspects 
of civil liberties, and its endorsement 
and widespread use of the Nazi-like tor¬ 
ture of suspected criminals or so-called 
terrorists. It includes the whipping up of 


a racist chauvinism 
against immigrants. 

It includes the saber 
rattling, the jingoism 
and threat of another 
illegal war. 

All this is taking 
place in an epoch of 
fundamental 
changes in the econ¬ 
omy. These changes 
include the shift 
from industrial to 
electronic produc¬ 
tion, from basic re¬ 
liance on national production and 
distribution to total globalization. All 
these changes have worked against the 
stability and the living standards of the 
American working class. Drugged by 
years of the ruling class’s economic 
bribery given in exchange for support 
of military and economic aggression 


around the world, 
the people are con¬ 
fused and afraid of 
the future. 

These are exactly 
the conditions that 
give rise to the fight 
for the hearts and 
minds of the people. 
It is the moment 
when the decision: 
democracy or fas¬ 
cism, exploitation or 
co-operation is made. 
In this developing 
propaganda war—this war of ideas — 
the democratic and revolutionary forces 
are at a terrible disadvantage. The Mc¬ 
Carthy era frightened people away from 
the visions of a better world that have 
always guided American progress. The 
political Left is in disarray and more 
afraid of the words socialism and com¬ 


munism then are the workers. 

During times of confusion, people 
tend to go back to their roots. A section 
of these roots include genocide against 
the Native Americans, the horror of three 
centuries of African slavery, the politics 
of all-class white unity backed up by the 
noose, the whip and the burning stake. 
But there is another root. It is exempli¬ 
fied by the visions enshrined in our Dec¬ 
laration of Independence, which inspired 
revolutionaries throughout the world. It is 
in the songs and battles of those who 
willingly died to set men free. It is in the 
bodies of the millions who still march 
beside the soul of Old John Brown. 

The rise of the noose is the battle cry 
of fascism. Who will win? Those who 
insist on simply organizing, or those 
who believe that victory lies in the in¬ 
troduction of new ideas? The fascists 
have thrown down the gauntlet. What is 
your reply? 


These are exactly the 
conditions that give 
rise to the fight for the 
hearts and minds of 
the people. It is the 
moment when the 
decision: democracy or 
fascism, exploitation or 
co-operation is made. 


Film-maker’s new movie, ‘One in a Million, ’ 
deals with the vision of a new America 


By Sandy Reid 

Amanda Becker is a Minnesota film¬ 
maker who made the new film, “One in 
a Million,” based on interviews with 
Nelson Peery about the ideas in his new 
book, “Black Radical: The Education of 
an American Revolutionary.” 

People’s Tribune: Amanda, why do 
you think the medium of film is so im¬ 
portant? 

Amanda: It reaches such a broad 
range of people. It covers the spectrum 
of class, race, and gender. Everyone 
watches films. So there’s a lot of power 
and possibility in that medium. I’ve al¬ 
ways been drawn by the moving picture 
image — it’s different than a photo¬ 
graph, which can say a lot. But, when 
the picture moves, there is some magic, 
and also a reality. People believe it! 

PT: The film got a tremendous re¬ 
sponse at the 2007 Minnesota’s Greatest 
Generation Film Festival and Award 
Ceremony. It won Honorable Mention. 
Was it hard to make? 

Amanda: A lot of people in this 
competition had been working for a 
year on their piece. That it took less 
than a month to hold this piece together 
shows the potential and passion — that 
Nelson has something important to say. 
So he made it easy. I feel very proud of 
it. A film has to make the audience feel 
something. I think this piece does that. I 
am showing it tonight to more people. 
That’s the other great thing about film. 
It continues to live and breathe for new 
audiences. And it will, hopefully, live 
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from generation to generation. 

PT: What impressed you most about 
Nelson’s message? 

Amanda: What made it so accessible 
to so many people is that Nelson has a 
perfect combination of lightness and 
humanness and perspective. He also has 
a real strength and power to his work. I 
was surprised. Most revolutionary fig¬ 


ures can turn peo¬ 
ple off because 
they sound angry 
or bitter so people 
immediately get 
defensive and stop 
listening. But Nel¬ 
son has this great 
characteristic 
where people are 
ready to open up 
their minds even a 
little bit. People 
feel inspired by 
those who have a 
sense of assur¬ 
ance. 

PT: Are you 
hopeful about the 
future change? 

Amanda: I am 
very hopeful. Peo¬ 
ple, especially in 
my generation, 
are very cynical 
and pessimistic 
about change. 
They feel that it is 
too big of a job or 
will take too 
much. I complete¬ 
ly disagree. I think if you continually 
show people images of possibilities — 
and like Nelson says, if you give people 
a vision, they will want to work for that. 
You can’t just want change. You have to 
see what you want to happen. I think in 
film you can show people a world of 
kindness and generosity. We have to 
show people other ways to live — we 
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can’t just tell them to be nicer. And 
when they model that behavior, they 
feel it themselves. I never assume all 
kids are bad or inherently not good peo¬ 
ple. They just need to be taught differ¬ 
ent ways of treating each other, and the 
same for adults. 

I think film is the way I can reach the 
most people in a very suggestive way. 
You can show all the problems and ha¬ 
tred and violence, and that sometimes 
helps. I prefer to give people something 
hopeful about the kind of world we 
want to live in and the kind of people 
they can be. 

PT: What is your next project? 

Amanda: I am always keeping my 
mind open, listening to people on buses 
and streets, always thinking about sto¬ 
ries and possibilities. There is a mo¬ 
mentum in me now that wants to make 
people think through these pieces. 
Everyone is gearing up for the elec¬ 
tions. Politics is on the front burner. It’s 
time for a lot of pessimism and cyni¬ 
cism and a lot of people turning their 
backs. It’s also a time for a lot of people 
to get motivated. It feels like the right 
temperature to push a new vision. You 
only have one life and you have to make 
choices. We have to learn how and 
teach other people. We are a social 
world — we don’t live by ourselves. 
That’s the whole experience of movies! 


Amanda Becker can be reached at 
amanindamoon@yahoo. com 
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Inferno sweeps southern California 

RECLAIM THE EARTH 


From the People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


The catastrophic fires that swept Cal¬ 
ifornia recently are consistent with what 
scientists have predicted for years. Ex¬ 
perts say they may be a prelude to many 
more such events — as vegetation 
grows heavier than usual and then ig¬ 
nites during prolonged drought periods 
as the earth heats up. Forest fires rage 
on the East coast and in Minnesota. 
Floods are devastating the Mississippi 
and Missouri river basins. More than 
1,200 tornadoes have wreaked destruc¬ 
tion across the country this year. What 
in the world is going on? To put it sim¬ 
ply, we have hurt Mother Nature and 
she is fighting back. 

The toll on California’s poor is incal¬ 
culable. With echoes of Katrina, the 
Border Patrol was called to the evacua¬ 
tion centers, where they deported two 
families accused of stealing items that 
were necessities given to evacuees. The 
Border Patrol remains there. Immi¬ 
grants afraid to go to evacuation centers 
sought cover along the treacherous and 
potentially deadly walls of brush-cov¬ 
ered canyons. Seven burned bodies 
have been found, undoubtedly immi¬ 
grant workers. 

On the other hand, the rich will fare 
well. Wealthy homeowners will rebuild 
in the chaparral-covered mountains and 
canyons with the government paying 
costs not covered by insurance. They 
rebuild in full knowledge that public re¬ 
sources will meet their private needs. 
They expect these services while the 



Fires ravaged southern California in recent weeks. 
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working class communities, also caught 
in the inferno, are complaining that fire 
fighters neglected them in favor of Mal¬ 
ibu. 

The earth will survive what’s coming, 
but how will humanity? 

We have to understand the root of the 
problem to solve it. The environmental 
crisis is interconnected with the growth 
of industry and society. Armed with the 
billions of dollars from war profiteering 
after WWII, the American ruling class 
tightened its hold over government and 
created a country totally dependent on 
the corporations. First came the expan¬ 
sion of the roads into a super highway 
system. This made the building of sub¬ 


urbia possible, which along with the de¬ 
struction of the public transportation 
systems, made the auto industry the 
heart of the country’s economy. As giant 
trucks replaced the railroads, the emer¬ 
gence of supermarkets destroyed the 
corner stores and made the automobile a 
necessity for the poor as well as the rich. 

By the mid-1950s, the internal com¬ 
bustion engine and uncontrolled indus¬ 
trial pollution began to have a visible 
effect on the environment. Since the end 
of WWII, scientists warned of the dan¬ 
gers of the destruction of the environ¬ 
ment. It wasn’t that nobody listened. 
They believed they couldn’t do anything 
about it. As the transnational corporation 


and globalization consolidated, environ¬ 
mental destruction became an integral 
part of the capitalist mode of production. 

The leaders of government and in¬ 
dustry were not able to reverse the 
process they set in motion. They said 
“we can’t afford to put the environment 
ahead of profits.” That is true — they 
can’t. If they do, the whole capitalist 
house of cards will come apart. The ma¬ 
turing global market economy has made 
it nearly impossible to force the giant 
international corporations to protect the 
environment. The rules are that if you 
take measures to protect the environ¬ 
ment at the expense of profit, you will 
be taken over by corporations who have 
no such concerns. So the corporate 
profits shot up. Today they are the high¬ 
est ever recorded. This explosion of 
profit was paced by the destruction of 
the ecology, by an increase in torna¬ 
does, wildfires and floods. 

The conclusion is inescapable. Innu¬ 
merable species have disappeared from 
the earth as conditions changed. There 
is no guarantee that we as a species will 
remain if intolerable conditions are not 
halted. We cannot allow the earth to re¬ 
main a plaything for profit in the hands 
of private individuals. The environment 
has become a strategic front of struggle 
against corporate power and the private 
ownership of things indispensable to so¬ 
ciety. This time it is the earth itself. 
There is no way to quantify our de¬ 
mands. We have to reclaim the earth 
and build a humane economic system 
worthy of the people who inhabit it. 





New housing development for the wealthy along the coveted lakefront of Benton Harbor, Ml. 
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Park service rejects conversion proposal 

Residents win victory in park 
battle in Benton Harbor, Mich. 

“The National Park Service has rejected the conver¬ 
sion proposal for Jean Klock Park! We anticipated 
that Harbor Shores would immediately begin prepar¬ 
ing a revised proposal for the Park Service. The City 
of Benton Harbor, who submitted the conversion re¬ 
quest, should be working with the National Park Ser¬ 
vice, instead they are relying on Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm and Congressman Fred Upton to aggres¬ 
sively appeal the decision. The Park Service denied 
the conversion proposal for many reasons. One was 
the recognition that the public was not provided a 
minimum 30-day period to provide comment on the 
environmental and community impact the proposed 
development would have on the park and replace¬ 
ment lands. We expect a 30-day comment period will 
begin shortly and are working to inform residents of 
the issues so that they can submit knowledgeable and 
accurate comments to the Park Service.” 

— Carol Drake, Friends of Jean Klock Park 


We won the battle, 
now we must win the war 

“How do you compare 22 acres of beautiful Park 
dunes along Lake Michigan with 47 contaminated 
scattered acres designated wetland in a flood plain 
area along the Paw Paw River? That’s what 
Whirpool and their Harbor Shores Development 
Company offered the residents of Benton Harbor. 
The 22 acres in Jean Klock Park, are 1000% better, 
and by the way, the city of Benton Harbor already 
owns this land. How can the city replace the proper¬ 


ty that they are giving to Whirlpool, Harbor Shores 
Development and Jack Nicklaus with property that 
the city of Benton Harbor already owns? In my 
mind, that is called stealing. Whirlpool has been 
stealing from Benton Harbor for many years and 
now they have dragged Harbor Shores and Jack 
Nicklaus in with them so they are all nothing but a 
group of thieves. The proposal was rejected because 
the land was contaminated and the city of Benton 
Harbor owned it anyway. We won the battle, now 
we must win the war.” — Rev. Edward Pinkney 
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Corrupt judge denies new 
jury trial in Pinkney case 


By Rev. Edward Pinkney 

It is our constitutional duty as Amer¬ 
ican citizens to hold our elected offi¬ 
cials accountable for their words, 
actions and inaction of wrongdoing. We 
must draw the line and decide what to 
do if that line is crossed, and we must 
use our Constitution. Most judges, pros¬ 
ecutors and law enforcement officials 
have crossed the line in the sand many 
times. It’s time for the people: poor 
whites, Blacks and Hispanics to stand 
together and fight for what is right. 

We must fight for justice for all any¬ 
time you have a Judge like Alfred 
Butzbaugh, who is a racist. It took over 
53 days to render a fifth-grade decision 
denying me a new trial. I am a man of 
God, and an innocent man, convicted 
by an all-white jury that violated the 
sanctity of their oath and were motivated 
by something other the pursuit of truth 
and justice. 

The corruption and the deceitfulness 
continues in Berrien County Court¬ 
house. In my motion for a new trial, I 
argued that I was charged but never ar¬ 
raigned, nor did I receive due process 
by the dumb Judge and prosecutor. I 
was denied a public trial when the 
Judge locked the courtroom doors. One 
of the jurors reported 
to the Court that dur¬ 
ing the recess, she 
saw one of Rev. 

Pinkney’s attorneys 
make a drug deal in 
the parking lot. She 
lied, saying several 
Black people came 
up to her and her hus¬ 
band and asked for 
money. She was not 
removed from the 
jury. The Berrien 
County Courthouse 
is so blatantly corrupt 
that even the legal es¬ 
tablishment has been 


forced to recognize it. It does not pro¬ 
vide a just legal system. The corruption 
starts at the top. They customarily and 
regularly deprive Blacks and Hispanics 
of due process. 

The corruption and the deceitfulness 
continues in Berrien County Court¬ 
house. Judge Butzbaugh has violated 
his oath. I support the constitution of 
the United States and the State of 
Michigan; we are still waiting on this 
racist corrupt judge to do the same. 
Judge Butzbaugh has failed the people, 
the community, his duties and his 
office. 

Judge Butzbaugh, it shall come to 
pass; if thou continue not to hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God to observe 
to do all that is right; which I command 
thee this day, that all these Curses shall 
come upon you and your family, curses 
shalt be in the City of St. Joseph and 
Cursed shalt thou be in the field, cursed 
shall come upon you and your family 
and over take thee; cursed shall be the 
fruit of thy body. The Lord shall smite 
thee with consumption and with a fever 
and with an inflammation and with ex¬ 
treme burning. They the demons shall 
Pursue thee until thou persist. 

The Herald Palladium is known as 
the “Herald Pollution” because of all 
the racist garbage the 
newspaper writes. It is 
led by Julia Swida, 
Scott Aikens and 
Dave Brown. 

When does it all 
stop! When are the 
people going to take a 
stand? The challenge 
is clear. The case of 
Rev. Edward Pinkney 
is a concentration of 
the criminalization of 
a generation of people. 
This is not a Black is¬ 
sue, nor is it just a per¬ 
son of color issue. It is 
a whole country issue. 
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Benton Harbor justice rally. 
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BENTON HARBOR RESIDENTS SPEAK OUT 

“This city is a gold mine. We have enough here to use to bring in revenue 
if we had competent people to structure and utilize what we’ve got. There 
are outside people that want to come into Benton Harbor to utilize the 
land, waterways, and resources. That’s a money maker in itself. Things are 
beginning to look up now because the people of Benton Harbor are getting 
more involved with city government.” — Mary Carter 

“Where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where ignorance pre¬ 
vails, and where any one class is made to feel that society is an organized 
conspiracy to oppress, rob and degrade them. Neither persons nor property 
will be safe. Whirlpool Stop It!” — Rev D. Smith 

“Dr. Martin Luther King said; we must come to see that human progress 
never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability. It comes through the tireless 
efforts and persistent work of men willing to be co-workers with God, and 
without this hard work time itself becomes an ally of the forces of social 
stagnation.” — Dorothy Pinkney 

“Who would believe a company worth Billions and Billions of Dollars 
would steal land from a city with unemployment over 70% and over 2 Mil¬ 
lion Dollars in the red. If you show me a capitalist, I will show you a 
bloodsucker. [Whirlpool]” — D. Bragg 
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“You are not supposed to be so 
blind with patriotism that you can't 
face reality. Wrong is wrong no 
matter who does it or says it. 
Whirlpool you cannot steal land 
and get away with it.” 

— D. Patterson 
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